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Abstract 
Problem Statement: The main dimensions polarizing attitudes and behaviours of the implied actors in the education of disabled children are: the 
degree of tolerance and level of implication in their education. According to these two coordinates, we can distinguish four attitudinal and 
behavioural models: the emphatic PRGHOWKH³PLOLWDQW´PRGHOWKHDSDWKHWLFPRGHOWKH³URXWLQH´PRGHO5HFRJQL]LQJWKHVHPRGHOVDQGVHHLQJ
their percentage in social life, we can think to a solution and a program which will open a door to education in a natural school environment, and 
not as a special institution for disabled children.  
Purpose of Study: This research started from the hypothesis according to which the lack of competence and specific instruments for working 
with these children makes it difficult for a real integration for these children in a school. In spite of this, we believe that through constructive 
conversations with healthy children in the same class with their disabled colleagues, with their parents. Moreover, with the help of the teachers 
we think we could change the existent negative opinion, offering a chance for education for disabled children, thus becoming an impediment for 
school abandonment. This research has been undertaken on a group of 90 people: children (boys and girls), teachers. 
Findings: The purpose of this research was to emphasize that the lack of competence and specific instruments for working with disabled 
children makes it difficult for the real integration process of this children in school to occur. This becomes the main cause of school abandonment 
for disabled children, as well as their labeling and marginalization. 
Conclusions: The adults within the system (teachers, school counselors) need a period of formation for working with disabled children. An 
efficient formation is, in the others opinion, one based on concrete examples, working models which can be easily implemented. For this, a 
special program would be necessary that will have certain activities. The participation of healthy children at the educational process, in the same 
time as their disabled colleagues, could increase the level of cohesion for the class and diminish the rate of school abandonment.  
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1. Introduction 
Attitudes are “…elements composing one’s personality…having moral signification” ,OLHùS 164) based 
on which we can identify the attitude of healthy individuals towards disabled children. The main dimensions, 
though, which polarize attitudes and behaviours of actors implied in the education of disabled children are: the 
degree of tolerance and the level of involvement in the education of these children. ”Equality and diversity are 
essential values of a democratic society, many companies being interested nowadays in developing ample programs 
of Corporate Social Responsibility. An ever-increasing number of studies demonstrate that the civic spirit and 
tolerance on the job are directly proportional to the team productivity and to the economic performance of the 
organisation, and the Romanian state offers fiscal facilitations to encourage the civic spirit´ (Safta C., G., Stan E., 
Suditu M., Iurea C., 2011, p.1120) This research started from the premise which states that the lack of competence 
and specific tools for working with disabled children prevents the process of real integration of these children in 
school from completing. ”In the systemic approach of the personality, aptitudes are of a major importance and there 
are many theories which consider intelligence related to aptitudes/skills” (Vasile C., 2011, p. 78). Inspite of this, we 
consider that, through the mean of constructive dialogues with healthy children, enrolled in the same class with 
disabled pupils, with their parents and with the help of the didactic staff, we could change the general negative 
opinion, thus offering the disabled children a chance to education, and preventing school abandonment. 
2. Hypothesis 
This paper started from the hypothesis according to which healthy individuals (members of the didactic staff and 
pupils), have stereotyped views regarding disabled people, although they do not admit it, fact which diminishes the 
chance for education of disabled children. For this reason, we believe that, through the means of constructive-
informative discussions with healthy pupils enrolled in the same class with disabled pupils, with their parents and 
with the help of the didactic staff, we could change the general negative opinion, thus offering the disabled children 
a chance to education, and preventing school abandonment and offering them a chance to be properly educated.  
3. Methods 
3.1. Subjects 
The research was realized on a randomly chosen group of subjects, composed of 90 people: 60 students (boys 
and girls) and 30 members of the didactic staff. The researched subjects are pupils enrolled in grades 7 and 8, aged 
12-15, of the following schools: ”Sf. 9LQHUL´ ”Radu Stanian” and “Toma Caragiu´ IURP 3ORLHúWL. These are 
prestigious schools, with a high degree of confidence achieved in the eyes of the Romanian people. From the 
members of the didactic staff, 90% of them have 14-30 years of experience in education, and 10% with 3-13 years 
of experience.  
3.2. Research methods:  
Bibliographic study method; Observation method; Investigation method (conversation, questionnaire, etc.); 
Pedagogical experiment method; Statistical-mathematic method; Graphical method. 
3.3. Research purpose 
The research started from the idea of the co-financed project of the European Social Fond, through the Sectorial 
Operational Programme for the Development of Human Resources 2007 – 2013, Prior Axe 2 “Correlating education 
throughout life with labour market´ The Major Domain of Intervention  ³Prevention and correction of early 
school abandonment´ The title of the project was “A chance to education for disabled pre-school children and 
pupils”. The purpose of this research is to emphasize the fact that the lack of competence and specific tools for 
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working with disabled children prevents the process of real integration of these children in school from completing. 
This becomes the main cause of school abandonment (for disabled children), as well as it becomes the main cause of 
stereotyping and marginalization which affect these children. 
4. Research content  
The reason which determined us to undertake this research was the idea that healthy individuals (pupils and 
members of the didactic staff) have preconceived ideas regarding disabled people, although they do not admit it. For 
this reason, we used two questionnaires for the evaluation with 20 items each and having the same theme, which we 
applied on two randomly chosen groups (pupils and members of the didactic staff). This process was realized in two 
phases and with the same theme “Identifying the attitude of healthy individuals towards disabled children”. Each 
questionnaire was applied separately, in the same context for each of the two groups (pupils and members of the 
didactic staff). In the structure of each questionnaire we introduced trap-questions (1, 2, 6, 12, 14 for questionnaire 
no. 1 and questions 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 19 for questionnaire no.2). These were verifying and identifying 
questions for the attitude of healthy individuals towards disabled children. They referred to: the notion of handicap 
and the education receive regarding this subject by healthy individuals; the attitude the latter have towards disabled 
people; the degree of tolerance they develop regarding disabled people. The application of these questionnaires, as 
mentioned above, was made in two phases, and the obtained results and their interpretation is according to the data 
recorded in Tables No. 1 and 2 and the correspondent graphs for each table. 
Phase I ± TXHVWLRQQDLUH1RUHJDUGLQJWKHLGHQWLILFDWLRQRIKHDOWK\SXSLOV¶DWWLWXGHWRZDUGVGLVDEOHG
children: 
Observation protocol for questionnaire No.1 regarding the identification of healthy pupils’ attitude towards disabled 
children  
Table No. 1 
 
Questions from questionnaire No. 1 and its 20 items  
Proportion % 
Yes  No  Neutral 
1. In your education was the notion of accepting people with disabilities included? 58.33% 41.67% - 
2. Helping the others is one of your life principles? 83.34% 16.16% - 
3. Do you have preconceived opinions about people with disabilities? 66.66% 16.67% 16.67% 
4. Should pupils accept people with disabilities? 98.3% 1.7% - 
5. Or should they reject them?   - 100% - 
6. Do you accept a physical disability and do not make that a mocking topic? 100% - - 
7. Is the training process more effective when only healthy pupils are in the classroom? 33.33% 50% 16.67% 
8. Is the training process disturbed when a disabled pupil is in the classroom? 50% 33.33% 16.67% 
9. Is it normal that in a class with healthy pupils to have also people with disabilities? 100% - - 
10. I am greatly annoyed when I get into the class and see that the first desk is always occupied by the same 
child with health problems.          
16.67% 83.33% - 
11. Would it be preferably for disabled children to learn in special schools? 66.66% 33.34% - 
12. Can you accept a desk mate with a physical handicap? 1.67% 98.33%  
13. Do you consider that you disgrace yourself by talking to a disabled person? - 100% - 
14. Can you have a friend with a physical handicap? 1.67% 98.33%  
15. Do you help colleagues with disabilities by taking their tasks? - 100% - 
16. Do you take attitude when a colleague with physical disabilities is wronged or ridiculed by another healthy 
child?   
63.33% 33.33% 3.34% 
17. Are you interested if a colleague who has a disability is the subject of mockery for the others around you? 100% - - 
18. What is the relationship developed into a group which includes a person with disabilities? Answers were: friendship, help, 
and kindness. 
19. Do you consider that people with disabilities should be isolated from the group of children? 33.34% 66.66% - 
20. How would you react if you were a disabled person and you were isolated from the group? Answers were: I would beat 
them\be angry 
I would feel unhappy\isolate myself 
I cannot imagine it, 
I would try to integrate, I would try 
to be myself and I would think that 
there is someone to understand me, 
etc. 
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We wanted to make the presentation of these data primarily in order to identify the attitude of healthy people 
towards children with disabilities, and then with the purpose of making an analysis on the dimensions which 
polarized attitudes and behavior of those who enter or not in contact with disabled human beings.Although the 
majority involved in this research stated, in a proportion of 58.33%, that they were educated to accept disabled 
people, which is what they really do, according to the given answer (see the 100% result obtained for question 6, 
Table No. 1), the same individuals, when answering questions 12-14: Can you accept a desk mate with a physical 
handicap?, Can you have a friend with a physical handicap?, they inevitably chose NO – in a proportion of 98.33%. 
This proves that, theoretically, they are prepared to accept, but that practically they are still full of prejudice or 
preconceived ideas, thus stating the research hypothesis. In order to support the above statements and to argue the 
amount of information provided we added the set of answers for questions 18 and 20 from Table No/ 1. When they 
were asked to sit in a similar position, conception and perception radically changed (see data from Table and Graph 
No. 1).   
 
 
Graph No. 1 
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Representative graph regarding the attitude of healthy pupils towards disabled children 
 
Their answers are furious at first (I would beat them\be angry), then resigned (I would feel unhappy\isolate 
myself), others are neutral (I cannot imagine it), resigned (I would try to integrate), and the last answer – very 
interesting – was given by a single person out of the 60 subjects tested – I would try to be myself and I would think 
that there is someone to understand me, etc. We continue our analysis: 
Phase II - quHVWLRQQDLUH1RUHJDUGLQJWKHLGHQWLILFDWLRQRIWHDFKHUV¶DWWLWXGHWRZDUGVGLVDEOHGFKLOGUHQ  
Observation protocol for questionnaire No. 2 regarding the identification of teachers’ attitude towards disabled 
children  
Table No. 2 
 
Questions from questionnaire No. 2 and its 20 items  
Proportion % 
Yes  No  Neutral 
1. In the education process do you include the notion of accepting people with disabilities? 100% - - 
2. Do you have preconceived opinions about people with disabilities? - 100% - 
3. Helping the others is one of your life principles? 100% - - 
4. Should pupils accept people with disabilities? 100% - - 
5. Or should they reject them?   - 100% - 
6. Do you make a subject of mockery from a physical disability in front of the class?  - 100% - 
Is the process of didactic instruction more efficient when you have only healthy students in your classrooms? 
7.  
93.33% - 6.67% 
8. Is the training process disturbed when a disabled pupil is in the classroom? 83.33% 16.67% - 
9. Is it normal that in a class with healthy pupils to have also people with disabilities? 23.33% 66.67% 10% 
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10. Are you annoyed when you get into the class and see that the first desk is always occupied by the same child 
with health problems?     
66.67% 33.33% - 
11. Would it be preferably for disabled children to learn in special schools? 93.33% - 6.67% 
12. Do you accept the idea of having a person with a physical handicap in your classroom? - 83.33% 16.67% 
13. Do you consider that you disgrace yourself by talking to a disabled person? - 100% - 
14. Do you teach differently to a disabled child? 50% 50% - 
15. Do you help pupils with disabilities by giving them easier tasks? 70% 30% - 
16. Do you take attitude when a colleague with physical disabilities is wronged or ridiculed by another healthy child?   100% - - 
17. Are you interested if a pupil who has a disability is the subject of mockery for the others in your classroom? 100% - - 
18. What is the relationship developed into a group which includes a person with disabilities? The main answer for this question 
was tolerance 70%, and 
collaboration 30% 
19. Do you consider that people with disabilities should be isolated from the group of children? 33.34% 33.33% 33.33% 
20. How would you react if you were a disabled person and you were to teach a group of healthy children? 50%, meaning half of the didactic 
staff, 15 people, answer normal, 
and the other half answer – good, 
with other explanation or 
details. 
 
Graph No. 2 
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Representative graph regarding the attitude of healthy pupils towards disabled children 
 
     Phase II is WKHLGHQWLILFDWLRQSKDVHRIWHDFKHUV¶DWWLWXGHWRZDUGVGLVDEOHGFKLOGUHQ 
It can be observed that we used several control questions with the purpose of verifying the attitude in the case of 
the didactic staff. We chose this alternative, due to the fact that the members of the didactic staff have more 
experience and, with the use of diplomacy, they can avoid a straight answer, not willingly, but convinced that their 
answer reflects reality. Although in an overwhelming proportion (see data from Table and Graph No. 2), of 100%, 
teachers state that, within the pupils’ education they have in view to teach them about accepting disabled people 
(question 1), that they do not have preconceived ideas towards disabled people (question 2), and that pupils should 
accept disabled people, and not to reject them or mock at them (questions 3, 4, 5, 6), when it comes to the process of 
didactic instruction, they consider, in a proportion of 93.33%, that is much more efficient when they have only 
healthy students in their classrooms, and that it would be preferably for disabled children to learn in special schools. 
At this aspect, we add teachers’ answer to question 12: Do you accept the idea of having a person with a physical 
handicap in your classroom? – members of the didactic staff answered, in a proportion of 83.33% - No ± although 
they should have answered YES, thus confirming the hypothesis according to which healthy individuals (members 
of the didactic staff and pupils), have stereotyped views regarding disabled people, although they do not admit it, 
fact which diminishes the chance for education of disabled children. Important ± We must remind here that, as we 
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described at point 3.1. Subjects, the experience of the didactic staff means experience in teaching and working with 
children from all categories, including the disabled ones. For this reason, we believe that their answers for the 
questionnaire are relevant for our research, as they reflect the real attitude of people involved in the didactic 
scenario. 
5. Conclusions 
x The main dimensions which polarize attitudes and behaviours of “actors” implied in the education of disabled 
children are: the degree of tolerance and the level of involvement in the education of these children. 
x This research started from the hypothesis which states that the lack of competence and specific tools for 
working with disabled children prevents the process of real integration of these children in school from 
completing. 
x Through the means of this research, we aimed to provide working tools. The first would be the method of 
questionnaire, on the basis of which we can register important data regarding the identification of the attitude 
healthy individuals have towards disabled children. 
x Healthy pupils involved in the research stated that they were educated to accept disabled people, which is 
what they really do, the same individuals, when questioned if they can accept a deskmate or a friend with 
physical handicap they inevitably chose NO. This proves that, theoretically, they are prepared to accept, but that 
practically they are still full of prejudice or preconceived ideas, thus stating the research hypothesis. 
x We believe that, through the means of constructive discussions with healthy pupils enrolled in the same class 
with disabled pupils, and with the help of the didactic staff, we could change the general negative opinion, thus 
offering the disabled children a chance to education, and preventing school abandonment. 
x Although teachers state that, within the pupils’ education they have in view to teach them about accepting 
disabled people, that they do not have preconceived ideas towards disabled people, and that pupils should 
accept disabled people, when it comes to the process of didactic instruction, they consider, in a proportion of 
93.33% (according to data in Table and Graph No. 2), that is much more efficient when they have only healthy 
students in their classrooms, and that it would be preferably for disabled children to learn in special schools.  
x Adults involved in the system (members of the didactic staff, school counselors), firstly need to be instructed in 
order to work with disabled children. An efficient instruction is, in a general opinion, one based on concrete 
examples, and working models they can easily apply in practice.  
x For this, it would be necessary to have a special programme which to include different activities to involve 
children, parents and members of the didactic staff equally.  
x The participation of healthy and disabled children in the same class could increase class cohesion and diminish 
school abandonment.  
x It is obvious that the working instruments proposed by us are just a few from the wide range of instruments 
which could be applied, for which reason this remains an open paper for further research, and an invitation for 
field specialists to bring new proposals and discussions on this theme.  
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